
 

Weather Recap 
 

 

July continued to follow the warming 

trend, with higher temperatures and 

similar rainfall as the previous year. 

Statewide temperatures averaged 71ÁF, 

which was 2ÁF warmer than last year. 

Statewide precipitation averaged 3.93 

inches, which was 0.54 inches more 

than July of last year. In the beginning 

of the month, the U.S. Drought Monitor 

listed 39.69% of the state in moderate 

drought. By the end of the month, this 

value increased to 41.88%, with the re-

mainder listed as abnormally dry 

(54.48%) or none (3.64%). 

 
 

 

 

 

Recent rains have helped with ground 

fuel moistures and drought. However, 

soil moistures as measured by the 

Keech-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) 

have been at or above 400 KBDI at 

both Essex and Mt. Tabor weather 

stations. KBDI values of over 300 are 

considered dry and increased poten-

tial for fire burning in duff and other 

ground fuels.  
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Temperature and precipitation departure from nor-

mal. Maps and data: Northeast Regional Climate 

Center. 

1000-Hour fuel moisture and KBDI 

values for a subset of VT monitored 

weather stations. Graphs and data: 

FPR  Staff. 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forests
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/


PSA: Donôt Move Firewood 
 

Vermont State Parks welcomed campers for overnight stays be-

ginning on June 26th this year. While many COVID-19 precau-

tions were put into place to ensure the wellbeing of visitors, a 

new measure was instituted to protect Vermont forests. Starting 

this year, any firewood brought into state parks that is not al-

ready certified heat treated or cannot be burned in one night is 

being exchanged with firewood from local sources. This measure 

is being taken to slow the spread of invasive forest pests and 

pathogens such as the emerald ash borer (EAB, Agrilus planipen-

nis), Asian long-horned beetle (ALB, Anoplophora glabripennis), 

and oak wilt (Ceratocystis fagacearum). Although these examples 

can be naturally spread or vectored shorter distances, they can 

hitch rides hundreds of miles by humans transporting contami-

nated firewood.  

 

Since Vermont State Parks opened for the season, over 100 

24x48ò bags of firewood have been exchanged and inspected, 

with one piece of ash wood from an EAB-infested tree being de-

tected. The transportation of this single piece of firewood could 

cause EAB to rapidly relocate from an infested area to an area 

free of infestation, resulting in widespread ash mortality within 

only a few years. For more information about transporting wood 

and invasive forest pests, please visit dontmovefirewood.org and 

VTinvasives. 

 

 

White Pine Needle Damage Update 
 

White pine needle damage (WPND) 

have affected pine foliage in Ver-

mont for the last decade, and this 

year was no different. While dam-

age was lower than in 2019, signifi-

cant yellowing and early needle-

drop were present throughout the 

state. The expression of WPND is 

worse in years following wet 

springs (e.g., 2020 damage is influ-

enced by 2019 weather). Due to 

the abnormally dry spring of 2020, 

we  hope to see the severity lessen 

in 2021. For more information on 

WPND, please see our annual For-

est Insect and Disease Conditions 

report.  

EAB galleries from confis-

cated firewood. Photo 

credit: FPR Staff. 

Average WPND yellowing severity and defoliation for 

Vermont based off our long-term monitoring plots. 

Graph and data: FPR Staff. 

https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/
https://www.vtinvasives.org/
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Health/Library/2019%20Forest%20Insect%20and%20Disease%20Conditions%20in%20Vermont.pdf
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Health/Library/2019%20Forest%20Insect%20and%20Disease%20Conditions%20in%20Vermont.pdf
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Health/Library/2019%20Forest%20Insect%20and%20Disease%20Conditions%20in%20Vermont.pdf


Sugar Maple Borer 
 

Sugar Maple Borer, Glycobius speciosus, is a long-horned wood boring beetle native to Ver-

mont. The adult beetle is the most recognizable life stage and is black and yellow with a ñWò 

design and two mirrored black dots on its elytra (wing covers). Although not a common cause 

of mortality, larvae do excavate ñJ-shapedò galleries that can aid in girdling trees and pro-

mote stem decay. Galleries and associated damages can significantly reduce lumber value of 

infested sugar maples. Management guidelines suggest actively managing sugar bushes and 

promoting individual tree health and vigor to reduce the occurrence of this insect. If possible, 

removing and destroying infested trees or pruning out infested sections of trees before June 

will remove the larvae before it pupates into an adult and lays more eggs. For more infor-

mation and detailed management guidelines, see How To Identity and Control the Sugar Ma-

ple Borer.   

 

 

Saddled Prominent 
 

 

Saddled prominent, Heterocampa guttivitta, is a native hardwood defoliator in the northeast-

ern United States. These caterpillars prefer feeding on sugar maple and American beech, but 

can be observed feeding on other hardwood species. Larvae are most easily recognizable, 

with early instars having antler-like horns and the late instar having a red saddle-like mark in 

the middle of its back. Adult moths are brownish grey with white or black splotches on the 

forewings. Although a native insect, heavy and repeated defoliation can lead to dieback and 

mortality of infested hosts. For more information, see the Forest Insect and Disease Condi-

tions In Vermont 2019 and USDA Forest Insect & Disease Leaflet.  

 
 

 

 

 

A: Adult sugar maple bor-

er. Photo credit: Tom Mur-

ray, Bug-guide. B: Inter-

nal view of gallery. Photo 

credit: USDA Forest Ser-

vice. C: External gallery 

damage. Photo credit: FPR 

Staff.  

A: Early instar larvae. 

Photo credit: Stan 

Gilliam. B: Late instar 

larvae. Photo credit: 

Ronald Kelly. C: Adult 

moth. Photo credit: Dave 

Webb. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/naspf/sites/default/files/publications/na-gr-1_how_to_identify_and_control_the_sugar_maple_borer.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/naspf/sites/default/files/publications/na-gr-1_how_to_identify_and_control_the_sugar_maple_borer.pdf
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Health/Library/2019%20Forest%20Insect%20and%20Disease%20Conditions%20in%20Vermont.pdf
https://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/Forest_and_Forestry/Forest_Health/Library/2019%20Forest%20Insect%20and%20Disease%20Conditions%20in%20Vermont.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fsbdev2_043676.pdf

